THE   BALANCE
would say you had betrayed us!" Can Grey call his friend to order ? Must not his heart forgive Cambon all his excitement? It is true that he has signed no blank cheque in favour of France, as Wilhelm has done for Austria; but j for eight years past, and particularly during the last two | years, he has repeatedly given her to understand that I England will stand by her in the hour of need. And I now? ''Then the German Fleet can steam into the Channel^ and attack our defenceless coast!" cries Cambon.
"That would change public opinion in England," answers Grey, retreating.
Next morning, the 2nd of August—Cambon kept all wires working and had violations of the frontier by Germany reported in the course of the session—Grey prevails on the Cabinet to guarantee the defence of the French coasts, if attacked by Germany, but only if the House of Commons consents. In that body, however, the Opposition has already declared in favour of war. The Cabinet agrees on mobilisation of the whole Fleet, which it had refused the day before yesterday, and which Churchill had yesterday ordered on his own responsibility.* Cambon's hopes rise; feverishly he hopes for Germany's invasion of Belgium, an act on which all the initiated have been reckoning for the past ten years. The more moderate Ministers lunch together after this meeting, and it is stated in general terms that "the Cabinet is somewhat craftily being drawn, step by step, into war on the side of France." After this Grey propounds the crucial question to France and Germany, whether they will spare Belgium. Cambon alone gives this promise; Lichnowsky is obliged, under orders from Berlin, to refuse a definite answer. That was what Grey needed at this moment, although at an earlier stage he had honestly dreaded it. At last he had a popular reason, which the mo in the street could understand, for England's partapatton in the war.
F°*?Lm<?mbers   of tb*   Cabinet,   not   to   speak   of an excellent Under-Secretary, had resigned 180                                      *                     M
